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SOUTHSEA LIBRARY WEEKLY TIMETABLE
• MONDAY

• 10:00 RHYME-TIME

• 14:00 STORY-TIME WITH JUNE

• 14:00 MAH-JONG

• TUESDAY

• 11:30 SPANISH RHYME-TIME

• 13:30 ART CLUB IN LIAISON WITH HIGHBURY COLLEGE

• 16:00 SHINERS KNOTS (WORKSHOP, LEARN HOW TO MAKE KNOTS AND OTHER ROPEWORK). TERM TIME ONLY.

•  WEDNESDAY

• 10:00 STROKE ASSOCIATION (ONCE A MONTH)

• 12:00 LUNCH-TIME WRITERS (ONCE A MONTH)

• 14:00 SCRABBLE 

 



• THURSDAY

• 10:00 VIP GROUP

• 10:00 RHYME-TIME WITH LORRAINE AND MEL FROM PORTSMOUTH'S VISION AND HEARING TEAM 

• 13:00 CROCHET WITH KIM

• 16:00 COUNCILLOR HUGH MASON SURGERY

• COMING: 16:00 CODING CLUB

• FRIDAY

• 10:00 FRENCH RHYME-TIME

• 10:00 IT CLASS PROVIDED BY HIGHBURY COLLEGE. TERM TIME ONLY

• 14:00 RUMMIKUB 

• SATURDAY

• 10:30 RHYME-TIME

• 10:30 COUNCILLORS JUDITH SMYTH/ GRAHAM HEANEY SURGERIES

• 15:00 CHILDREN ART CLUB (FORTNIGHTLY

• SUNDAY

• 10:30 RHYME-TIME



SOUTHSEA LIBRARY ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES

• FRIENDS OF SOUTHSEA MEETINGS (EVERY 4/5 WEEKS) AND THE SEASONAL 
EVENTS HOSTED BY THEM, INCLUDING AT LEAST 2 CHARITY EVENTS A YEAR

• CHILDREN ACTIVITIES RUNNING EVERY HALF TERM.

•  MEETINGS AND PRODUCTION OF THE CHILDREN’S NEWSPAPER 

•  3 READING GROUPS (MEETING EVERY 4 WEEKS)



VALUE AND PURPOSE

• EARLY CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND PARENTING SUPPORT

• SCHOOL READINESS

• LITERACY

• LIFELONG LEARNING

• HEALTH AND WELLBEING

• SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY COHESION

• A CITY OF CULTURAL BREADTH, INNOVATION AND ASPIRATION



CORE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE OFFERS
SCHOOLS LIBRARY 

SERVICE

TRADED SERVICE PROVIDING:

 BOOK LOAN COLLECTIONS

DIGITAL BOOKS AND SERVICES 

PROJECT COLLECTIONS 

LIBRARY SET UP AND SUPPORT

ADDITIONAL INCENTIVE – 
READER DEVELOPMENT 

ARCHIVE AND HISTORY 
CENTRE

ACCREDITED BY NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES AND STATUTORY 

SERVICE

SECURITY OF COLLECTIONS

CONSERVATION OF 
COLLECTIONS

ACCESS TO COLLECTION

PUBLIC LIBRARIES

STATUTORY SERVICE – ALL AGES 
ABILITIES AND CULTURES

UNIVERSAL OFFERS DEFINED BY 
LIBRARIES CONNECTED

READING

CULTURE AND LEARNING

INFORMATION AND DIGITAL

HEALTH AND WELLBEING



KEY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS FOR ACCESS

SCHOOLS LIBRARY 
SERVICE

PORTSMOUTH BOOK AWARDS 
APPROXIMATELY 3,500 PUPIL 

JUDGES PER YEAR

LITERATURE QUIZZES

MEET THE AUTHOR EVENTS

ARCHIVE AND HISTORY 
CENTRE

INCREASED DIGITISATION OF THE 
RECORD

TALKS AND LECTURES

OPEN DAYS

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN

DIGITAL DROP-IN FOR GENEALOGY

EXHIBITIONS AND DISPLAYS IN 
OTHER LOCATIONS 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES
BOOKFEST/CITY OF STORIES

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE PLUS

BOOKSTART PROGRAMME

AT HOME LIBRARY SERVICE

WELLBEING HUBS AND HEALTH 
DROP-INS



TARGETED OFFERS

VISION IMPAIRED

BRAILLE SERVICES

IT SUPPORT GROUP

READING GROUP

EYE2EYE NEWSLETTER

1:2:1 SUPPORT

VI HELPLINE

SUPPORTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
ASSISTANCE

SELF HELP GROUP

HOMELESSNESS 
OFFICER

DIRECT WORK WITH HOMELESS AND 
ROUGH SLEEPERS USING LIBRARIES

SIGNPOSTING TO SUPPORT 
SERVICES

PARTNERSHIP WORK WITH OTHER 
SERVICES

INTRODUCING LIBRARY AND 
ARCHIVE SERVICES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES

SUMMER READING 
CHALLENGE PLUS

OFFERED TO SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE 
ACCESS TO CHILDREN WHO WILL NOT 
BE SUPPORTED TO ATTEND DURING THE 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS

TARGETING SCHOOL CHILDREN ON 
PUPIL AND FORCES PREMIUM

DELIVERING THE SRC IN THE 2ND HALF 
OF SUMMER TEAM

OFFERS ART AWARD DISCOVERY LEVEL



VOLUNTEERING

• 200+ VOLUNTEERS IN LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES DELIVERING HOURS EQUIVALENT TO 10FTE

• ACTIVITY RANGE INCLUDES TAKING BOOKS TO HOUSE BOUND, CATALOGUING, ASSISTING AT 
EVENTS, DAY TO DAY HELP IN LIBRARIES

• DELIVERING OWN ACTIVITY IN LIBRARY SPACE

• FRIENDS GROUPS

• CONAN DOYLE



ACCESS

• GOOD GEOGRAPHIC SPREAD

• NO FINES AND RESERVATION FEES

• WEB PRESENCE 

• DIGITISATION AND VIRTUAL OFFERS

• AT HOME LIBRARY SERVICES

• SUPPORT FOR DIFFERENT ABILITIES



EVOLVING ACCESS – FOR CONSIDERATION

LOCATIONS

LIBRARIES WANT TO BE WHERE 
PEOPLE GATHER – WHICH 

PLACES ?

IS IT A ROLE OF LIBRARIES TO 
SUPPORT SHOPPING AREAS ?

CONSIDER CO-LOCATIONS?

FACILITIES
TOILETS

BABY CHANGING

BREAST FEEDING

COMFY CHAIRS

PLACES FOR PEOPLE TO MEET

FOOD AND REFRESHMENTS

PARTNERSHIPS
CONSIDER WORK WITH OTHER 
CULTURE AND LEISURE  SERVICES

CULTURAL EDUCATION 
PARTNERSHIP AND OTHER 

CULTURAL PROVIDERS

PORTSMOUTH CREATES

RELATIONSHIP WITH SCHOOLS



DISCUSSION


